




Ticks are ectoparasiteséfeeding on the 

blood of a large group of animals  

ð Mammals  

ð Birds 

ð Reptiles 

ð Amphibians  

Unlike mosquitoes that feed quickly, ticks 

are designed to stay a while.  

The barbed hooks on their mouthpart, 

called a hypostome, are the reason why 

ticks cannot just be brushed off.  

 







¾ Blacklegged ticks search for a host from 

the tips of low -lying vegetation and 

shrubs, not from trees.  

¾Generally , ticks attach to a person or 

animal near ground level, then climb up . 
Designed to latch onto any creature that brushes up against it  



¾ Adult ð Sesame Seed Sized  
üMale (Black)  

üFemale (Black/Red)  

 

 

¾Nymph ð Poppy Seed Sized  



Nymph  Adult  



¾ Deer ticks live in wooded, brushy areas that 
provide food and cover for white -footed 
mice, deer and other mammals.  

¾ This habitat also provides the humidity ticks 
need to survive . 

 

¾ Exposure to ticks may be greatest in the 
woods (especially along trails) and the 
fringe area between the woods and 
border.  
 

¾ Our neighborhoods have  

   encroached into deer tick habitat  
 

 





The Lyme Disease Cycle  

 

1. Larval ticks feed and 

acquire the disease from 

an infected host such as 

a mouse or a bird.  

2. Nymph ticks retain 

and transmit the disease 

back to mice and 

birdsñand HUMANS.  

3. Deer and other larger  

vertebrates (including 

HUMANS) provide the  

blood meal for adult 

female ticks to lay 2,000+ 

eggs  






